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wo brothers extended beyond purely physical resemblance, fhey remained Inseparable companions till Charles was irdained, and there was hardly a taste possessed by ither which the other did not share. They read, played, .nd rambled together; both were extremely fond of lancing (one of Charles's last Sonnets was <c On a bounty Ball") and were much sought after as partners t the balls of their countryside. The Poems by Two Brothers, which were almost entirely the work of Alfred nd Charles, while displaying the differing qualities of ach, were a joint production, the fruit of common read-ng and common enthusiasm. Both the brothers were egarded by their contemporaries at Cambridge as .estined to achieve poetical greatness. Both possessed he unwearying patience of the craftsman, the same .evotion to science and the same power of close and Dving observation. Charles, however, lacked the fire nd energy of temperament which made Frederick's haracter remarkable and was to a great extent shared >y Alfred. With all Alfred's sensitiveness and shrink-ig from society, he had little of that sympathetic and assionate interest in the hopes and achievements of heir age which drove the younger brother ever more nd more into public life.
Nothing quieter and less eventful than Charles fennyson's life can well be imagined. He was ordained n 1835 (three years after taking his degree) and imme-iiately obtained a Curacy at Tealby. In the same year ie became Vicar of Grasby, a small village in the Lincoln-hire wolds between Caistor and Brigg.
In the following year he married Louisa Sell wood, ^hose sister was to become Alfred's wife, and from that [me until just before his death on April 25, 1879, his fe, save for an occasional holiday and too frequent ipses from health, knew little variation. Like all the fennysons, Charles was of a nervous temperament, and